
yard redevelopment, formal-

izing partnerships with groups 

with whom we have common 

goals. The BCC is constantly 

organizing and reorganizing 

committees, plans and proce-

dures to maximize goal at-

tainment.  

Like the BNA, working with 

outside groups and appointed 

or elected officials is invalu-

able to the success of the 

BCC/neighborhood goals. 

It should be made clear that 

though the mission state-

ments of the BNA and BCC 

may differ somewhat, we are 

partner organizations and do 

not work independently of 

each other. Matters that are 

brought up at BNA meetings 

that fall under the mission of 

BNA & BCC: Forums for Community-Based Organizing & Development  

Community Profile: Henry Chavez  

El Bareleño       

Barelas has a long and proud 

history thatõs worth preserv-

ing. At the same time we also 

want to ensure the environ-

ment we live in is a healthy, 

safe and happy one!  

In order to accomplish both 

objectives we as Bareleños 

need to unite in a coopera-

tive effort around goals that 

help meet these needs.  

The Barelas Neighborhood 

Association (BNA) and the 

Barelas Community Coalition 

(BCC) are two such commu-

nity forums set up to address 

neighborhood concerns, 

needs, and suggestions. 

The BNA deals with general 

issues, i.e., crime, infrastruc-

ture (sidewalks/roads/beauti-   

fication), zoning, celebrations 

(Posadas/block parties), hous-

ing needs (weatherization), 

guest speakers, e.g., city, 

county and state officials, non

-profit representatives who 

often help resolve issues and 

problems brought to them by 

people like you.  Remember, 

your needs, concerns and 

ideas are always welcome at 

BNA meetings. 

The BCC deals with specific 

issues, i.e., planning, afford-

able/workforce housing, rail 

tain feeling or presence in the 

neighborhood that makes me 

feel like I belong.ó 

Henry began getting involved 

with the BNA in the early 

1970õs in order to help the 

community and preserve the 

things that make Barelas spe-

cial. He has served as a BNA 

board member for various 

stints over the last thirty-five 

years and currently serves on 

both the BNA and BCC 

boards of directors. 

Henry is selfless with his time 

and has logged in a lot of vol-

unteer hours over the last 

Henry Chavez was born in 

Barelas in 1942 and still lives 

next to his childhood home 

on Atlantic Ave with his son 

Marcos. He spent various 

parts of his childhood moving 

throughout the state as his 

parents were forced to relo-

cate numerous times in 

search of employment oppor-

tunities before returning for 

good in 1956. 

After returning home from a 

four year Army tour in 1964, 

Henry enrolled at UNM 

where he experience the 

turmoil of the Civil Rights 

Movement and participated in 

the Chicano Student Move-

ment first hand. òBarelas was 

going through a similar tur-

moil in the 1970õs,ó he recalls, 

òUrban Renewal and the 

Model Cities Program were 

making inroads and threaten-

ingó the long-term prospects 

of neighborhood residents. 

South Barelas was already 

lost as the area was rezoned 

for industrial uses and down-

town development was begin-

ning to swallow up historic 

buildings in the area. 

 òI love this community,ó he 

says òBarelas has always been 

home to me. There is a cer-
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thirty-five years. He is a huge 

part of all the progress and 

future success of all the pro-

jects outlined in this newslet-

ter. 

Henry Chavez 

The Barelas Community Newsletter 

www.barelas.net 

the BCC will be referred to 

the BCC and the reverse is 

also true. 

Now this is where you, as a 

resident, can make a big dif-

ference in fulfilling the expec-

tations and dreams for a bet-

ter, more vibrant Barelas.  By 

taking an active part in one or 

both of the groups (forums) 

described above (BNA, 

BCC), the term, òstrength in 

numbersó, takes on a realistic 

meaning for the future of our 

community.  

The BNA meets on the last 

Wednesday of the month at 

6:00 pm at the Barelas Com-

munity Center.  The BCC 

meets on the second 

Wednesday of the month at 

the same time and location. 



7th & Iron: Permanently Affordable Homes in Barelas  

On December 6, 2010, the Albuquerque 

City Council unanimously approved an 

amendment to the Barelas Sector Devel-

opment Plan sponsored by Councilor 

Isaac Benton.  

The community initiated amendment 

provides relief to dozens of Barelas 

neighbors who had been cited by code 

enforcement agents for non-compliant 

front and side walls and fences that ex-

ceeded the Cityõs Comprehensive Zoning 

Codeõs maximum height limits of 3 feet.  

Many of these walls and fences are 

around four feet in height and were built 

in 2005-2006 as part of a òmending 

fencesó program by a now defunct or-

ganization. With the affected neighbors 

having little or no fault in the situation, 

the Barelas Neighborhood Association 

and the Barelas Community Coalition set 

out to address the issue by encouraging 

the City Council to adopt an amendment 

to the Barelas Sector Development Plan 

that would ògrandfather inó the non-

compliant walls/fences in question.  

Working with Councilor Bentonõs Office, 

Code Enforcement staff, and affected 

homeowners, neighborhood leadership 

was able to craft an amendment that al-

lowed front and side-yard walls and 

fences up to 5 feet in height to remain.  

To assure fairness, the legislation also 

allows new fences to be built up to the 

five foot limit without obtaining an ex-

ception so long as the area between 3 

and 5 feet is see-through in nature and 

does not violate safety codes. 

Sawmill Community Land Trust staff are 

also available to help counsel families 

through the home purchase process. We 

look forward to the 7th and Iron develop-

mentõs contribution to both the families 

that live there as well as the surrounding 

neighborhood. 

   On Saturday, September 18th, 2010, 

several hundred Barelas neighbors gath-

ered for a block party on Iron Street 

between 6th and 7th to celebrate the long-

awaited demolition of the abandoned 

apartment complex at 617-625 Iron Ave 

SW.   

For many years, the boarded-up property 

had become an increasing nuisance for 

surrounding neighbors. Neighborhood 

leaders are now partnering with the local 

Sawmill Community Land Trust to con-

vert the site into the first four perma-

nently affordable homes in Barelas.  

With financial support from the City of 

Albuquerqueõs Workforce Housing Trust 

Fund and the McCune Charitable Foun-

dation, the non-profit project will serve 

as an important component of neighbor-

hood leadersõ efforts to keep Barele¶os 

in the neighborhood.  

As part of the òland trustó model, pur-

chasers of the siteõs housing will pay only 

for the home while the siteõs land will 

remain owned by the community. In this 

manner, the model keeps the purchase 

price permanently affordable and pre-

vents the landõs purchase by outside 

speculators. With redevelopment going 

on all around Barelas, it is important to 

ensure that existing neighborhood fami-

lies arenõt overwhelmed by rising prop-

erty taxes or the inability of their chil-

dren to afford housing in Barelas.  

The 7th and Iron project was featured in 

the Albuquerque Journal and New Mex-

ico Business Weekly in July of 2010. 

Barelas families interested in exploring 

the possibility of buying a home at 7th and 

Iron should contact our neighborhoodõs 

community organizer, Daniel Gutierrez, 

at 449-8658.  

Walls & Fences: Barelas Sector Plan Amendment 
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Senator Eric Griego and Father Clarence lead 
residents in song during community  

block party at the 7th & Iron site  

Design Guidelines for Fence 
Height & Transparency  

Chain link with  
masonry piers 

 
Hardware with 
wood or metal 

rails 
 

Wire fences can 
be covered with 
vines to form an 
attractive hedge 

 
Wrought iron 
with masonry 

 
Use materials 
that require  

minimum  
Maintenance 

 
Avoid Solid 

Walls! 

Front fencing should 

be 3 to 5 ft high 

 in keeping with the 

context of the 

neighborhood. 


