
worked with other residents 

to create the BCC, a devel-

opment organization for the 

community to specifically 

combat gentrification, ensure 

responsible (re)development, 

promote permanently afford-

able housing, and implement 

an acquisition and rehabilita-

tion program for Barelas and 

other historic communities.  

Together, the BNA and BCC 

have been tirelessly working 

with Barelas residents, busi-

ness owners, elected officials, 

and local organizations and 

institutions to positively affect 

the neighborhood by finding 

ways to promote responsible 

development and preserving 

the traditional vitality of our 

community. 

Working Toward Community Guided Development in Barelas 

Community Profile: Sofia Baca 

El Bareleño       

The Barelas Neighborhood 

Association (BNA) and the 

Barelas Community Coalition 

(BCC) are proud to launch 

our quarterly newsletter: 

your source for neighbor-

hood news, upcoming events, 

and current and future pro-

jects!  

This inaugural issue is dedi-

cated to our joint vision of a 

community-based housing 

and economic development 

strategy that will benefit 

Barelas residents now and 

long into the future. 

Over the last two decades 

Barelas has experienced 

waves of revitalization and 

significant public investments. 

While good for the overall 

economic growth of the 

neighborhood, private/city 

sponsored investments donõt 

necessarily account for the 

devastating effects unchecked 

development can have on 

historic communities like 

Barelas.  

Unfortunately, redevelop-

ment and revitalization are 

also accompanied by 

ògentrificationó a process 

whereby minorities, tradi-

tional families, and lower in-

come residents are displaced 

and priced out of the 

neighborhood due to increas-

ing real estate values and 

higher property taxes.  

In response to these challeng-

ing conditions the BNA 

Renewal Project would ulti-

mately lead to the leveling of 

most of South Barelas and 

the displacement of numer-

ous Bareleños. 

Sofia and her family ended up 

relocating to North Barelas 

where almost forty years 

later, as a member of the 

Barelas Neighborhood Asso-

ciation and the Barelas Com-

munity Coalition, she is once 

again working to prevent the 

displacement of Bareleños.  

òI speak up and say what I 

believe because I care for this 

Long time Barelas resident 

Sofia Baca has been working 

to improve the community 

for over forty years. Sofia was 

born in Martinez Town and 

grew up in San Jose before 

moving to South Barelas with 

her husband Ismael to raise a 

family in 1949.  

Sofia began working with the 

South Barelas Neighborhood 

Association in the sixties  

before getting  involved with 

the Economic Opportunity 

Board in 1969 to prevent 

relocation and the demolition 

of her home as a result of the 

Urban Renewal Project. Sofia 

remembers the struggle to 

gain enough community sup-

port to prevent the rezoning 

of South Barelas into an   

industrial zone.  

òThe neighborhood had a lot 

of renters who began moving 

out early on in the process,ó 

she recalls. òAfter the renters 

moved away many of the 

people who owned the 

homes (absentee landlords) 

wanted to sell and voted for 

relocation.ó  

Unfortunately the Urban  
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community,ó she said, òI want 

to do something for our chil-

dren and make sure they can 

afford to stay and buy a home 

here.ó 

Sofia Baca 

The Barelas Community Newsletter 

www.barelas.net 



Building a Community Vision for the Barelas Railyards 

Education Program in partnership with 

SCLT to educate first time home buyers 

about the home buying process and get 

them ready to purchase homes as they 

become available. 

To sign up or learn more about the 

homebuyers program or CLT model 

contact: Daniel (505-449-8658) or Rob-

bieAnn (505-764-0359). 

One of the most important issues to 

surface over the last several years is the 

dire need for òpermanently affordable 

housing,ó particularly at levels affordable 

to Barelas residents who on average are 

at 50% of the median income.   

òPermanently affordableó housing as op-

posed to òaffordableó housing insures 

that housing remains affordable over the 

long-term, even after resale, as subsidies 

are attached to the home rather than the 

homeowner.  

After considerable research, members of 

the community settled on the Commu-

nity Land Trust (CLT) model as an ideal 

way to provide long-term affordable 

housing options for existing and future 

residents.  

A CLT is a democratically controlled 

nonprofit organization that owns real 

estate in order to provide benefits to its 

local community and in particular to 

make land and housing available to resi-

dents who cannot otherwise afford them.   

When a CLT sells homes, it leases the 

underlying land to the homeowners 

through a long-term (usually 99-year) 

renewable lease, which gives the resi-

dents and their descendants the right to 

use the land for as long as they wish to 

live there. The home remains perma-

nently affordable when it is resold as the 

land lease requires that the home be sold 

either back to the CLT or to another 

lower income household at an affordable 

price. 

The BNA/BCC are proud to announce 

our partnership with Sawmill CLT to 

build the first four òpermanently afford-

ableó homes in Barelas at the boarded up 

apartment complex on 617 Iron. 

We have also initiated a Home Buyers 

pending (re)development.  

It is important for Bareleños to continue 

to be involved in every stage of the plan-

ning process. One of the most important 

steps is developing a òcommunity visionó 

for the Railyards that reflects the con-

cerns, desires, and needs of all Bareleños.  

This includes the desire for neighbor-

hood supportive retail that compliments 

and supports existing business along 4th 

Street, developing permanently affordable 

housing, creating open spaces, ensuring 

public access and connectivity with the  

existing community, and minimizing the 

effects of traffic and parking on the 

neighborhood. 

Come to BNA/BCC meetings and partici-

pate in the development and presenta-

tion of this vision!   

Additional info online at: www.cabq.gov/

council/current-projects-studies/

albuquerque-rail-yards-redevelopment 

       
The Santa Fe Railyards and its historic 

buildings have been an integral part of 

Barelas since the 1880õs when its con-

struction signaled the neighborhoods 

transformation from a small farming vil-

lage to the site of the largest industrial 

complex in the territory.   

After long years of lying dormant and 

uncertainty surrounding its future rede-

velopment the City of Albuquerque pur-

chased the 27 acre site in November of 

2007.   

The city used two million dollars of 

Workforce Housing Funds toward the 

purchase of the Railyards which guaran-

teed a minimum of 30 units of workforce 

housing in the new development.   

The BNA and BCC have been actively 

involved in the Railyards redevelopment 

for the last several years. This includes 

the hosting of numerous community 

workshops and platicas to identify the 

key issues around the redevelopment of 

the Railyards and working to build the 

capacity to respond as a community and 

participate in all phases of the planning 

and design of the Railyards redevelop-

ment. 

After the purchase, Councilor Benton 

created an advisory board comprised of 

city/state officials, elected representatives 

and community members to oversee the 

Permanently Affordable Housing in Barelas 
Page 2 El Bareleño       

Boiler Shop and Transfer Table 

Distressed Property at 617 Iron SW 

http://www.cabq.gov/council/current-projects-studies/albuquerque-rail-yards-redevelopment
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Hopes and Dreams  

because of turns at Avenida Cesar 

Chavez and also the winding intersection 

near Atlantic and Hazeldine.  

Still, the City of Albuquerque expects the 

remainder of the project to move for-

ward soon.  

Sidewalk Project  - this project was 

initiated while Eric Griego was a City 

Councilor to repair broken sidewalks 

with a priority upon upgrading sidewalks 

to be compliant with the Americans with 

Disabilities Act.  

Representative Miguel Garcia also set 

aside $200,000 in 2007 and some addi-

tional funding will come from a fund 

Councilor Isaac Benton has set-aside. 

Construction of sidewalks has com-

menced and can be seen in progress 

throughout the neighborhood.  

Both the Barelas Neighborhood Associa-

tion and the Barelas Community Coali-

tion are excited for neighbors to see the 

results of their participation as various on

-the-ground community projects are 

coming to fruition.  

Current projects in the works include 

the 8th Street Corridor, the 2nd/3rd 

Street re-striping, and repairs to side-

walks throughout the neighborhood.   

8th Street Corridor  ð following vari-

ous community meetings over the last 

year with City Council-hired planner Jim 

Daisa, the 8th Street Corridor Street-

scape Plan is complete and can be re-

viewed online at: www.cabq.gov/council/

district-3/planning-efforts. 

Approximately $300K is available to be-

gin implementation, thanks to capital 

funding from Councilor Benton, Senators 

Eric Griego and Jerry Ortiz y Pino, and 

Representative Miguel Garcia. 

 An additional $250K became available 

with the passage of the 2009 General 

Obligation Bond in the Oct. 6th munici-

pal election. 

 Although the completed streetscape 

would require millions of dollars to be 

implemented in full, city officials are look-

ing to our community for input on priori-

tizing the initial stages of the project. 

2nd/3rd Street Conversion ð this 

project, converting 2nd and 3rd Streets 

to two-ways to improve safety, slow traf-

fic and direct more non-local traffic to 

4th Street, started on October 9th.  

Although the re-striping of 3rd street 

was recently completed, configuration of 

the 2nd street re-striping is difficult   

ships between various public entities, we 

are finally making this project happen. 

Input on the location and design of the 

pedestrian bridge are welcomed! 

Many other small-scale opportunity sites 

also exist elsewhere around the commu-

nity, including small vacant corners that 

could be turned into pocket parks by 

surrounding neighbors, an empty space 

that could become a community garden 

for senior citizens and youth, and loca-

tions at each end of Barelas that could 

become neighborhood ògateways.ó  

As mentioned, these projects are tangible 

and the BNA/BCC are eager to connect 

residents with the resources to accom-

plish them. Weõre inventorying these 

kinds of opportunity sites around the 

neighborhood and if you too have any 

small-scale òhopes and dreamsó for the 

neighborhood, please donõt hesitate to 

turn to the BNA/BCC for help.  

In addition to major projects going on in 

Barelas such as the Railyards re-

development and the 8th Street Corridor 

Streetscape, the Barelas Neighborhood 

Association and the Barelas Community 

Coalition are also focusing on various 

smaller-scale efforts around the 

neighborhood. 

These projects are more tangible, do-

able, and offer residents the chance to 

not only get involved hands-on in com-

munity development, but also to witness 

their progress along the way. With so 

many families already overburdened by 

work and other demands, itõs easy to see 

why too many planning meetings can 

create burnout.  

One such project is the building of a pe-

destrian bridge across the acequia that 

borders our neighborhood on the West. 

For decades, Bareleños have had to walk 

long distances either to Marquez (on the 

south end) or to Alcalde (on the north  

end) in order to cross the acequia and 

access the beautiful Bosque, the Rio 

Grande, and Tingley Beach.  

In recent years, neighbors have inquired 

about the possibility of building a small 

pedestrian bridge across the acequia in 

the heart of the neighborhood to allow 

neighbors to cross. Thanks to partner-

Current Community Projects 
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Neighborhood Meeting: BNA/BCC partnership 
with Sawmill CLT to build permanently  

affordable housing at 617 Iron SW    
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The mission of the Barelas Neighborhood Association is to 

enhance the quality of community life in our neighborhood, to 

build relationships with organizations that enhance education, 

focus on social needs, crime prevention, economic develop-

ment, environmental justice and remediation, zoning, legal and 

civil rights, while maintaining and enhancing our cultural and 

historical resources. 

www.bare las.net 

Board Members of the BNA and BCC 

2009-2010 Barelas Neighborhood Association Board 

JavierBenavidez, President  

Robert Vigil, Vice President 

Dorothy Chavez, Treasurer   

Kathleen Esquibel, Secretary 

Sofia Baca 

Henry Chavez 

Phillip Gallegos 

Ron Romero 

The Barelas Community Coalition is dedicated to combating 

gentrification and enhancing the quality of life in the historic 

Barelas neighborhood through intergenerational organizing; 

building community alliances; youth development and educa-

tion; promoting economic development and job opportunities; 

advocating for permanently affordable housing and housing 

rehabilitation; ensuring the responsible redevelopment of the 

Barelas Railyards; providing better access to social services; 

and the preservation of the communityõs heritage and histori-

cal resources. 

BARELAS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

1115 Barelas Road SW 

Albuquerque NM, 87102 

BARELAS COMMUNITY COALITION 

1106 Santa Fe SW 

Albuquerque NM, 87102 

2009-2010 Barelas Community Coalition Board 

Ron Romero, President  

Dorothy Chavez, Vice President 

Christopher Frechette, Treasurer   

Bernadette Rodriguez, Secretary 

JavierBenavidez 

Henry Chavez 

Phillip Gallegos 

Yasmine Khan 

Andrea Serrano 

 

Staff: Daniel Gutierrez 

Barelas Community Organizer  

(505)449-8658 

dgutierrez@barelas.net  

The BCC Meets at 6PM every 2nd Wednesday of the Month:        

The BNA Meets at 6PM every last Wednesday of the Month:  

Both at the Barelas Community Center 
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We Invite all Barelas Community 

Members to Contribute  

to our Newsletter!  

Submit News, Articles, and  

Upcoming  Community Events  

to: dgutierrez@barelas.net  
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Contact Us At:  

(505)449ï8658 

To Place  

Your Sponsorship  

Add Here 

 

Community Calendar 
12/09/09 BCC Meeting: 
 6pm Barelas Community Center 

12/10/09 BNA Free Mobile Food Pantry: 
 4-6pm Barelas Community Center  

12/19/09 Las Posadas de Barelas:  
 6pm Community Center 

12/30/09 BNA Meeting: 
  6pm Barelas Community Center  

01/13/10 BCC Meeting: 
 6pm Barelas Community Center 

01/27/10 BNA Meeting: 
 6pm Barelas Community Center 
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